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Trumpets sound at Marshall
THE PARTHENON
Music was in the air at Marshall University as the annual
Festival of Trumpets took
place Saturday in the Jomie
Jazz Center at the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center.
Trumpeters from all levels of
experience and areas attended
the festival.
A master class, given by guest
clinician Lacey Hays, started the
event and concluded with a festival recital. Activities in between
the class and recital were warm
up sessions, rehearsal, individual lessons, group sessions and
lunch.
Martin Saunders, professor
of trumpet and jazz studies,
said the original event was
formed 14 years ago with

the idea of gathering middle
school to adult age trumpet players from around the
state. He said Marshall took
over hosting the festival
about six years ago after participation in the event started
to decline.
“It is a good recruiting tool
to get people on the Marshall
campus,” Saunders said.
He said it allows him to
get in contact with a variety
of people from different age
groups and gives a better
sense of what is going on in
terms of playing the trumpet in the state so he knows
where he can help.
“There is no other forum like
this in the state for just trumpet.” Saunders said.

Lacy Hays was the guest
clinician for this year’s festival. She has been playing
trumpet since she was nine,
and has played national
and international concert
halls, conferences, competitions and music festivals
throughout her professional career. She holds
degrees in instrumental
music education and trumpet performance. Hays has
given numerous master
classes and teaches as an
adjunct professor of music
and trumpet at Mountain
View College.
Saunders said Hays is a good
friend and has played all over
the world and is an accomplished trumpeter.

Saunders said he wants students of the festival to realize
that the world is a lot bigger
place than just their back yard
and resources are out there
to continue to learn. He said
whether they take this on as a
profession, they can still become
good at playing. With a positive
experience being fired up saying
music is a pretty cool thing and
it is cool to be a part of it.
“Music is an international
language and you can go anywhere in the world without
speaking the language of that
culture and understand music.”
Saunders said, “Have you ever
noticed that the question is
never have you ever listened to
music? It’s, what kind of music
do you listen too?”

MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

Lacy Hays showcases her trumpet skills during Marshall’s Festival of
Trumpets.

Romney re-emerges in
television interview
By MAEVE RESTON

KAYLIN SEARLES | THE PARTHENON

“Little Big Town” brings it
home to the Keith-Albee
By KAYLIN SEARLES

THE PARTHENON
“Little Big Town,” featuring Kacey Mustgraves, took the stage Friday at the Keith
Albee as part of its “Tornado Tour.”
“Little Big Town” took the stage at 9 p.m.,
and opened up with the hit single “Pavement
Ends.” The band followed up with a commanding performance of “Little White Church” that
grabbed the audience’s attention.
It was a sea of cowboy boots and flannel shirts as fans sang along to the sounds
of “Little Big Town,” a four-part vocal harmony that has been making it big since the
band’s formation in 1998.
Kacey Mustgraves added to “Little Big
Town’s” energy, opening the sold out concert around 8 p.m.
Casey Queen, freshman, has been an avid
fan of “Little Big Town” and said the fusion
of genres reminds him of home.

“I like ‘Little Big Town’ because they’re
country, but they’re not too country.
They’re a little bit poppy, but not to the
point where it’s annoying,” Queen said.
“Their music is more catchy and fun, it’s
easier to dance to. I like their song ‘Boondocks’ because it reminds me of where I
came from.”
Zach Marsh, freshman, fed off the energy
the band brought to the stage.
“They have a lot of energy and you can
feel it when you’re listening to them,”
Marsh said. “The concert was awesome,
the crowd was energetic and the light show
was pretty cool.”
Courtney Cathers, sophomore, attended
the concert with Queen and Marsh, but
went for the opening act and one of her favorite songs, “Merry Go Round.”
“‘Little Big Town’ are really cool, but
I’m really going to see Kacey Mustgraves,”

Cathers said. “I love the song ‘Mary Go
Round,’ it’s really catchy and a good song,
especially when you’re mad and just want
to rock out in your car.”
Cathers said the crowd made it a night to
remember.
“I had a great time. I just had fun with my
friends at an awesome concert,” Cathers
said. “My favorite part was probably when
everyone started screaming when the band
first came out. They were all energetic and
excited — pumped for the show.”
The band’s most recent hit “Pontoon” has
won numerous awards including a Grammy
for “Best Country Duo/Group Performance”
and CMA’s 2012 “Single of the Year.”
The Keith Albee’s next event is “Hair,” a
musical straight from Broadway presented
by the Marshall Artist Series.
Kaylin Searles can be contacted at
searles1@marshall.edu.

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
For Mitt Romney , there will
be no next chapter in politics
at least no third run for the
presidency. But in his first postcampaign interview, the former
Massachusetts governor did
not shy away Sunday from his
criticism of President Barack
Obama and said he hoped to
help the Republican Party regain its footing from a distance.
"I recognize that as the guy
who lost the election, I'm not
in a position to tell everybody
else how to win," Romney
said on "Fox News Sunday."
"They're not going to listen
and I don't have the credibility
to do that anyway. But I still
care. And I still believe that
there are principles that we
need to stand for."
Criticizing the stalemate on
the sequester $85 billion in
automatic spending cuts mandated because Democrats and
Republicans could not agree
on terms to forestall them_ the
former Republican presidential nominee accused Obama
of "campaigning" by flying
around the country "berating
Republicans," instead of pulling aside Democrats and a few
Republicans to cut a deal.
"It kills me not to be there, not
to be in the White House doing
what needs to be done," Romney said. "The president is the
leader of the nation. The president brings people together,
does the deals, does the trades,
knocks the heads together; the
president leads. And I don't see
that kind of leadership happening right now."
Romney said the nation
was in the midst of "a golden
moment" to fix its fiscal

problems, but was watching
it "slip away with politics."
Obama, he charged, has been
more interested in winning a
political victory than resolving the issue: "This is America
we're talking about at a critical time," he said, "You know,
Nero is fiddling."
Since his loss in November,
Romney has largely faded
from public view_retreating
to his oceanfront home in La
Jolla, Calif., and enjoying outings with his grandchildren
at the beach, Disneyland and
local parks. He has turned his
energy toward the charitable
foundation that he founded
with his wife, Ann. They have
renamed it the Romney Foundation for Children to focus
on the plight of poor children
around the world.
Reflecting on the 2012 campaign, Romney said he and his
team did not effectively reach
minority voters, which he
called "a real mistake." He did
not apologize for his assertion
to donors last fall that Obama
had won the election by giving
"gifts" to key groups, including
African Americans, Latinos
and young people.
The remarks drew criticism
from many of Romney's fellow
Republicans, in part because
they were reminiscent of his
controversial comment at a
private Florida fundraiser that
47 percent of Americans were
looking for handouts and
weren't likely to vote for him.
"The president had the power
of incumbency. Obamacare was
very attractive, particularly to
those without health insurance. And they came out in large
numbers to vote," Romney told
Wallace when asked about the
"gifts" comment.

Officials optimistic that federal government can avert shutdown
By JIM PUZZANGHERA

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Signaling a cease-fire of sorts
in Washington's bitter budget
wars, Republican leaders in
Congress and a senior White
House official expressed optimism Sunday that they can
reach a deal to avoid adding a
painful government shutdown
this month to the deep budget
cuts that just began.
"I'm hopeful that the House
and Senate will be able to work

through this," House Speaker
John A. Boehner, R-Ohio, said on
NBC's "Meet the Press." He said
he was "absolutely" committed to keeping the government
running.
President Barack Obama's
top economic aide, Gene Sperling, director of the National
Economic Council, said on the
same program that the government will continue operating if
Republicans keep their promises to extend the 2013 budget

before the current spending bill
expires March 27.
"The president doesn't believe in manufacturing another
crisis," Sperling said.
Boehner and Senate Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
also sought to downplay the
projected economic impact of
the $85 billion in spending cuts
that began Friday under the socalled sequester, and said they
will not consider raising taxes
on the wealthy, as the White

House wants, to provide new
revenue.
McConnell called the budget
cuts "modest" given the nation's debt problem. "By any
objective standard, cutting 2.4
percent out of $3.6 trillion is
certainly something we can
do," he said on CNN's "State of
the Union."
The effects of the budget cuts
will vary widely across the federal government because some
reductions will be delayed until
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later in the year, and major entitlement programs such as
Social Security and Medicare
are exempt, as are military
salaries.
Boehner said the indiscriminate reductions were "not the
smartest way to cut." But he
added, "I don't know whether
it's going to hurt the economy
or not." He suggested the White
House has exaggerated the
likely impact for political gain.
Sperling denied that the

LOW 31°

Obama administration was
hyping what he called the
"harsh, devastating" impact of
the across-the-board cuts. He
said independent economists
agreed the cuts would cost
750,000 jobs and reduce the
nation's economic growth by
0.6 of a percentage point this
year.
Obama has rejected Republican offers to give him flexibility

See SHUTDOWN | Page 5
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Republicans revisit Medicare reform to cut spending
By LISA MASCARO
and MICHAEL MEMOLI

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
Fired up as once-unimaginable spending cuts start to
slice the federal budget, Republicans are launching a new
phase in their austerity campaign resurrecting the party's
cost-cutting plan to turn Medicare into a voucher-like system
for future seniors.
Despite
public
uncertainty about the $85 billion

in so-called sequester cuts,
Republicans now believe they
have momentum to ask Americans to make tough choices on
Medicare, as rising health-care
costs combine with an aging
population to form a growing
part of future deficits.
That effort will form the
backdrop as the White House
and congressional Republicans enter their next round in
the budget wars _ keeping the
government funded through
Sept. 30. Unless they make a

deal by March 27, the government could run out of money
and be forced to shutter offices
and curtail services.
President Barack Obama
and Republican leaders signaled that they are eager to
avoid another bruising battle
and federal shutdown as both
sides position themselves for
the next major pressure point,
in late spring or early summer,
when the government faces a
potential debt default.
Rep. Paul D. Ryan of

Wisconsin, the former Republican vice presidential
nominee, is preparing a budget
that aims to balance revenues
and spending in 10 years. But
his effort has run afoul of the
GOP vow not to change Medicare the federal health-care
program for seniors and the
disabled for those now 55 or
older.
Medicare eligibility currently begins at age 65. Ryan's
approach would transform
the benefits program into one

that would provide a fixed
amount of money in a voucher
that seniors could apply to the
cost of buying private health
insurance
or
traditional
Medicare.
Throughout
last
year's
presidential campaign, the
GOP promised not to change
Medicare for today's seniors _
only the next generation. But
Republicans familiar with the
number-crunching in Ryan's
budget committee say balancing the budget may not be

ERYN BROWN | MCT

Radioactive tuna from Fukushima?
By ERYN BROWN

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Marine biologist Dan Madigan
stood on a dock in San Diego
and considered some freshly
caught Pacific bluefin tuna. The
fish had managed to swim 5,000
miles from their spawning
grounds near Japan to California’s shores, only to end up the
catch of local fishermen.
It was August 2011, five
months since a magnitude-9
earthquake and tsunami had
struck in Japan, crippling the
Fukushima Daiichi power plant.
Madigan couldn’t stop thinking
about pictures he’d seen on TV
of Japanese emergency crews
dumping radioactive water
from the failing reactors into the
Pacific Ocean.
The graduate student looked
at the tuna and wondered: Could
they have transported any of
that radiation to California?
For most people, the thought
of radioactive sushi tuna is
nightmarish, but for Madigan it
represented an opportunity.
If radiation from Fukushima
was detectable, scientists might
look for traces of the contamination in all sorts of amazing
creatures that make epic journeys across the open seas, from
tuna to sharks to turtles to birds.
They might learn more about
where the animals came from,
when they made their journeys,
and why.
They might learn how a single, man-made event _ the plant
failure in Fukushima _ could be
linked to the lives and fates of
animals making homes over half
the globe.
Madigan bagged some tuna
steaks he had collected from
the fishermen, threw them in a
cooler and made a mental note to
call Nicholas Fisher, a scientist he
knew who would be able to tell
him whether the tuna had carried radiation from the disaster.

Maybe the fish could still tell
their story.
Madigan began thinking
about the globe-spanning migrations of marine animals in
2006, during a fishing trip in the
open waters off Costa Rica.
For hours, he and his friends
saw nothing; no land, no features in the water, no fish.
Then, in a flash, they hooked
and released a dozen sailfish,
magnificent 150-pound catches
known for their spectacular
jumping maneuvers and brilliant colors.
“It’s black water, and all of a
sudden you have a huge animal,”
said Madigan, a Long Island,
N.Y., native who camps on the
weekends and catches all of the
fish he eats. “Why? Why now?
And why here?”
Intrigued, Madigan enrolled in
a doctoral program at Stanford
University’s Hopkins Marine
Station in Pacific Grove, Calif.,
where scientists used electronic
tags to track the journeys of sea
creatures such as white sharks,
leatherback turtles and the
black-footed albatross.
They had also tagged the Pacific bluefin tuna, a creature
distinguished by its unusual
biology (it’s one of the few
warm-bodied fish) and its
popularity on sushi menus. At
a January auction in Tokyo, a
buyer paid a record $1.8 million
for just one of the fish, which are
carved up into toro and other
choice bites.
Pacific bluefin tuna migration
is mysterious. Only some of the
tuna born each year leave the
Western Pacific around Japan
for California, swimming for two
months or more to reach their
destination. They stay here for
a few years, and then they swim
back to the waters where they
were born so that they can reproduce. Some tuna are thought
to cross the ocean multiple times.

Researchers don’t really understand why. It may have to
do with food availability, ocean
temperatures or other factors.
Madigan’s doctoral research
tries to fill in some of the blanks
by looking for nitrogen and carbon isotopes in tissue that serve
as signatures of where the fish
have lived and for how long. But
interpreting the chemical signatures can be tricky. If Madigan
could use the radioactive signal
from Fukushima to confirm the
results of the chemical analysis,
he realized, it might bolster his
work.
Or that was the theory,
anyway.
Madigan, a 30-year-old whose
casual demeanor can mask the
intensity he brings to his research, called Fisher about the
San Diego steaks.
The marine radioactivity expert, who works as a
professor at Stony Brook University in New York, doubted
they’d detect any radiation
in the bluefins. Surely, he
thought, any radiation the
fish might have picked up
would have dissipated over
the months it took for them
to cross the Pacific. What’s
more, it was hardly certain
that the animals ever got
close enough to Fukushima
to encounter its plume in the
first place.
“I thought, OK, I can do this,
but I wasn’t expecting anything,”
Fisher said.
Still, he forged ahead, analyzing quarter-cup-sized piles of
freeze-dried, powdered muscle
from some of the younger tuna
Madigan had seen that day on
the dock.
After examining a sample
from the first fish, Fisher called
Madigan.
“He was like, ‘You’re not going
to believe it, but here it is,’ “ Madigan said.

The tuna had tested positive
for cesium-134 and cesium-37,
both known waste products
from Fukushima. For Madigan,
it was “a real discovery moment, like in the movies,” he
said.
A second fish also tested positive for the isotopes. So did a
third. And a fourth.
In the end, every single one of
the 15 fish they examined carried radiation from the power
plant.
In May, Fisher and Stony Brook
postdoctoral researcher Zofia
Baumann published a paper in
the journal Proceedings of the
National Academies of Sciences
detailing their findings. The team
believed it was the first time that
anyone had demonstrated that
migratory animals could transport radioactive contaminants
across the Pacific.
The amounts the fish carried
were minuscule _ far less, ounce
for ounce, than the amount of
naturally occurring radiation in
a banana _ but possibly enough
for scientists to gain insight
into animal migration, the team
wrote in their report.
Madigan collected additional
tuna samples in 2012, testing
50 to see whether the cesium
signal was still detectable more
than a year after the accident.
In a study published online this
month by the journal Environmental Science & Technology,
he and his colleagues reported
that it was.
They concluded that their
tracking method worked, and
that Fukushima provided “an
unprecedented
opportunity”
for scientists to use radioactive tracers to follow animal
movement.
“This was just nature being
amazing,” Fisher said. “Now,
potentially, we have a very useful tool for understanding these
animals.”
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Judge cuts Apple’s $1-billion
Samsung judgment by almost half
By CHRIS O’BRIEN

Stanford University graduate student Dan Madigan displays a steak collected from a pacific bluefin tuna caught off the Southern California Coast
in 2012. Madigan, who is based at Stanford’s Hopkins Marine Station in Pacific Grove, Calif., will analyze tissue from the steak to see if the tuna
contains traces of radiation from the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster. Tracking Fukushima radiation in tuna is helping scientists understand the
fishes’ migration patterns.

possible unless the changes
start for those who are now 56.
Critics say Ryan's plan would
shift health-care costs from the
government and onto seniors.
Democrats who sharply criticized Ryan's proposal during
the 2012 campaign say voters
rejected his arguments when
they re-elected Obama.
Even some Republicans who
support Ryan's proposal are
wary.

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
A judge on Friday cut $450.5
million from the $1 billion judgment Apple won in a patent
infringement case against Samsung last summer.
U.S. District Court Judge
Lucy Koh in San Jose said she
trimmed the award because of
what appears to be a technical
error in the jury’s methodology
used to calculate the damages
Samsung owed relating to 14
products.
Koh ordered a new jury trial
to determine the damages related to those products, which
could theoretically result in
the $450.5 million portion of
the verdict being increased or
decreased.
Separately, Koh said she
would delay ruling on Apple’s
request that the original $1 billion judgment be increased by
an additional $500 million. Koh
said it would be better to wait
until both parties finished their
appeals of the original verdict
before calculating any additional damages due to Apple.

The rulings are the latest
twist in the global litigation war between Apple and
Samsung. The case at issue
covers a series of older Samsung products that Apple
says violated its intellectual
property. A second lawsuit is
pending before Koh in which
Apple makes similar claims
against Samsung’s more
recent smartphones and
tablets.
While not an outright loss for
Apple, the ruling is not the best
news for a company that’s been
on bit of legal losing streak.
Last month, Apple lost a
ruling in a legal squabble
with a shareholder who
wanted to block a vote on
a controversial measure
at the company’s annual
shareholder meeting. Separately, Apple also agreed to
pay $100 million to settle
a lawsuit over claims that
its iPhone and iPad apps
allowed children to make
purchases from online vendors without their parent’s
knowledge or consent.

MARKETWATCH (MCT)
Former basketball star Dennis Rodman has a few words
of advice for President Barack
Obama: Give North Korean
dictator Kim Jong Un a call.
Just back from a surprise
trip to North Korea, Rodman appeared on the Sunday
morning news show “This
Week” to discuss the results
of his visit.
He said Kim Jong Eun
doesn’t want war with the
U.S. and that the North Korean
leader wants to open a direct
line of communications to the
White House.
“He wants Obama to do one
thing. Call him,” Rodman said.
‘”I don’t want to do war.’ He
said that to me.”
Rodman palled around with
the North Korean dictator for
several days last week, watching a basketball game with the
Harlem Globetrotters, visiting
an aquarium and going ice
skating. They also shared a
long dinner.

“He’s a great guy. He’s just a
great guy,” said Rodman, a former NBA rebounding champ
known as “The Worm.”
Rodman, 51, said Obama
and Kim could use their
shared love of basketball to
break the ice.
“He loves basketball. And
I said the same thing, I said,
“Obama loves basketball.’
Let’s start there,” Rodman
said.
Asked about the repressive
nature of the North Korean
regime, Rodman said he didn’t
condone Kim’s actions but he
also offered a defense. “The
kid is only 28 years old. He
is not his dad. He is not his
grandfather,” Rodman said.
“He is 28 years old.”
Kim’s father, Kim Jong II,
and his grandfather, Kim II
Sung, ruled North Korea since
its creation in 1948. Kim Jong
Un took over after his father
died in 2011. His exact age is
unknown, but he’s thought to
be 30 or slightly younger.

Back from North Korea,
Dennis Rodman says Obama
should call Kim Jong Un

England’s Queen Elizabeth hospitalized
(MCT)
Queen Elizabeth II was admitted to a London hospital
Sunday with symptoms of
gastroenteritis, Buckingham
Palace said.
"This is a precautionary
measure," said a spokesman for
the queen. "She was not taken
into hospital immediately after feeling the symptoms. This
is simply to enable doctors to

better assess her."
Elizabeth, 86, is expected to
stay in King Edward VIII Hospital hospital for two days.
She canceled a planned visit
to Wales on Friday after complaining of intestinal problems
and stayed in Windsor for the
weekend. She had been expected to fly with her husband,
Prince Philip, for a two-day
visit to Rome this week.
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EAST DIVISION

MEN’S BASKETBALL STANDINGS

C-USA

W
MEMPHIS
14
SOUTHERN MISS 11
UCF
8
EAST CAROLINA 7
UAB
7
MARSHALL
5

Overall
L
0
3
6
7
7
9

W
25
22
19
16
15
12

			
L
4
7
10
11
14
17
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WEST DIVISION

C-USA

UTEP
TULSA
TULANE
HOUSTON
SMU
RICE

W
9
7
6
5
4
1

Overall
L
5
7
8
9
10
13

W
16
15
18
16
14
5

			
L
12
13
11
11
14
23
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Knights out-joust Herd on Senior Day
By KYLE GIBSON

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University women’s basketball
team came up short in its attempt to honor Leandra King and Veronica Ruiz with a win on senior
day, losing its final home game of the season 7551 to the UCF Knights.
The loss moves the Herd to 9-19 overall and
3-12 in Conference USA play. The Knights improved to 13-16 with the win and 7-8 in C-USA
action.
The Knights controlled the opening stages of
the first half, jumping out to a 22-12 lead with
10 minutes remaining in the first half. However,
the Herd fought back to end the period, holding
UCF to 10 points over the final 10 minutes and
scoring 18 points, making the score 32-30 at the
break.
The Herd shot 46 percent from the field in the
first half, while UCF only shot 37 percent.
Marshall took the lead briefly in the opening
stages of the second half after an Orlandria Williams three-point basket. UCF quickly regained
the lead and never looked back, quickly extending their lead to double digits before winning by
24 points.
Marshall Head Coach Matt Daniel said the performance was a tale of two differing halves, but
had praise for his seniors after the game.
“I’m happy for Leandra and Veronica to get to
play more than half of their final game,” Daniel
said. “One of the things I talked with them about
earlier in the week is that they will remember
their approach and effort and all of that in their

last game. You can’t help it. You just do, especially
on your home floor.”
King finished the game with a double-double,
scoring 11 points and grabbing 10 rebounds. She
also added 3 blocks in her 29 minutes of play.
Ruiz scored 4 points in 22 total minutes of action.
Ruiz said she was happy overall with her Marshall career.
“My time here at Marshall was great,” Ruiz
said. “This year, I think I survived a lot of adversity, or whatever you want to call it. But Marshall,
it’s been good.”
King said she felt Sunday’s game was a big one
and she wanted to play with energy on her senior
day.
“I came out pretty hyped today,” King said. “I
was excited because I knew it was going to be a
big day. I felt like I had something to prove.”
King and Orlandria Williams led the Herd with
11 points. The Knights were led in scoring by Briahanna Jackson, who had 19. Gevenia Carter had
15, and Sara Djassi and Erika Jones also scored in
double figures for the Knights.
Marshall will play its next game in Memphis, Thursday before heading to the C-USA
tournament March 13. UCF will travel to UAB,
Thursday before heading to the tournament as
well.
The Herd committed 21 turnovers, compared
to only 12 from UCF. Marshall only shot two free
throws in the game, with both attempts coming
in the second half.
Kyle Gibson can be contacted at gibson210@marshall.edu.

MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

Sophomore guard Shay Weaver puts up a floater against East Carolina Feb 22.

MU baseball endures
tough road weekend
By CAITIE SMITH

ORLANDO SENTINAL | MCT DIRECT

Miami fans storm the court at the end of the game of a men's college basketball game at the BankUnited Center in Coral Gables, Fla., Wednesday,
January 23, 2013. Miami defeated Duke, 90-63.

Storming the court becoming
a hazard in college basketball
By JOE GIGLIO

THE NEWS & OBSERVER (MCT)
Rushing the court to celebrate a big win has become as
much a part of ACC basketball
this season as the jump ball and
the pep band.
When Virginia fans stormed
the court after the Cavaliers'
win over Duke on Thursday
night, it was the eighth time
this season that an ACC home
court was rushed.
But as Duke coach Mike
Krzyzewski angrily pointed out
after his team's loss, it's not fun
and games when players, coaches
and fans get caught in the middle
of a potentially dangerous physical clash. North Carolina coach
Roy Williams took a similar
stance last season after a highly
publicized incident at Florida
State, when he pulled most of his
team from the court toward the
end of a blowout loss.
Only one ACC game ended
with the home fans rushing the
court last season. It has happened seven times in league
play this season, plus after Miami's home win over Michigan
State on Nov. 28.

The ACC has no policy on
post-game on-the-court celebrations. Karl Hicks, the
associate commissioner for
basketball, said in a statement
released by the league Friday
that the safety concerns that go
with hundreds of fans storming
a 94-by-50 foot surface have
previously been discussed in
league meetings and could be
revisited by the conference in
the offseason.
But for now, the floodgates
will remain open.
A frustrated Krzyzewski
talked after Thursday's loss
about the potential for a physical confrontation between the
game's participants and overexuberant fans.
"And what do you do? What
if you did something?" Krzyzewski said, in specific reference
to a fan pushing a player or hitting a player. "That would be
the story. We deserve that type
of protection."
Replays of the end of the
Duke-Virginia game showed
the difficulties Duke's players and coaches had in getting
off the court. A security team,

of about two dozen people in
bright yellow coats, lined up
length-wise on the John Paul
Jones Arena court and created a path for the players and
coaches to shake hands in front
of the team benches and scorers' table.
A uniformed police officer
was stationed in front of the
Virginia bench, where Duke
was trying to leave the court,
and prevented fans from rushing toward the Duke players
and coaches. But the security
team also prevented Duke from
getting out of harm's way, while
it let more fans onto the court
to celebrate.
Video of Duke exit
A video clip from the end of
the game, posted on YouTube
by thesabre.com, a Virginia
fan website, shows an agitated
Krzyzewski confronting one of
the uniformed police officers
in an attempt to get the Duke
players off the court. Shortly
after, two police officers helped
Krzyzewski and the Duke players exit the floor.
Krzyzewski said the celebrations, and his team has seen
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four this season, should wait
until the opposing team safely
exits the court.
"Whatever you're doing,
you need to get the team off
first," Krzyzewski said. "Look,
celebrate, have fun, obviously
you won, that's cool. Just get
our team off the court and our
coaching staff before students
come on."
N.C. State's post-game celebration after a win over Duke
on Jan. 12 made national headlines when Will Privette, an N.C.
State student in a wheelchair,
got knocked over in the postgame scrum before he was
eventually lifted to safety by
Wolfpack star C.J. Leslie.
Twice since then, the Wolfpack has seen the fans of the
opposing team rush the court.
The increase in the number
of on-court celebrations highlights the ACC's lack of a policy
for such situations.
The Southeastern Conference instituted a policy in
December 2004 that sets up a
system of fines for the schools

See COURT | Page 5

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
There were few bright
spots for the Marshall University baseball team this past
weekend as the team dropped
all four games and fell below
.500 with a 3-7 record.
The Herd was shutout the
first two games of the weekend, losing 3-0 to USC Upstate
and 6-0 to Wofford. The final two games delivered one
run losses by way of walk-off
winning runs in the ninth.
Wofford defeated the Herd
by a score of 9-8 and Upstate outlasted the Herd 6-5
Sunday.
One of the bright spots came
from sophomore second baseman Andrew Dundon, who hit
.571 on the weekend. Dundon
went 8-14 with a double, run,
and two RBI.
“I’m seeing the ball real
well lately,” Dundon said. “It
all starts with my mental approach-taking it one bat at a
time. I try to stay in the present moment, and not do too
much with my swing.”
The Lincoln Park, N.J. native
is one of three sophomores
returning as starters, and
now leads the team in batting
average with .367.
“I don’t feel any extra pressure,” Dundon said. “As a
freshman, you learn to overcome pressure. I just go out
there and stick to my plan,
play for my team and have
fun. The results will come if
you do those kinds of things.”
Other successful Herd
hitters include senior Matt
Kirkwood, who notched his
first home run of the season,
and senior Isaac Ballou who
had two doubles in the latter
two games of the weekend.
On Sunday, the Herd held
a two run lead going into
the bottom of the ninth
and brought in closer Matt

Margaritonda to secure the
victory. The sophomore ran
into some trouble, giving up
three runs off three hits and
two walks in just two outs of
pitching.
Junior Josh King also
pitched Sunday, throwing two
innings. The Georgia native
allowed two hits and one run
while fanning two.
“I believe I threw well this
weekend,” King said. “I commanded my fastball well and
was able to keep it down in
the zone. I was able to throw
my off-speed in situations I
needed to throw it in.”
Dundon said the team cannot let the weekend affect
them.
“Unfortunately, we came
up a little short all weekend,”
Dundon said. “I know we just
have to keep playing hard all
nine innings and the wins will
come on their own.”
King said the weekend
could still be viewed in a positive way.
“Our team made great
strides this weekend, especially in those last two
games,” King said. “You can
never ensure a win.”
Dundon said there are
some things that must be
worked on before heading
out on the road again.
“If each and every player
does their job, we will be successful,” Dundon said. “It’s
just a matter of slamming the
door shut in the close ball
games.”
King had his own ideas
about what the team needed
to build on.
“We have to continue working hard and pushing each
other in practice,” King said.
“The results will show up on
game day.”
King said he has confidence
in the pitching staff despite

See BASEBALL | Page 5
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Column

Editorial: Voting for women, and against violence
LOS ANGELES TIMES
After more than a year of bitter partisan fighting, Congress
on Thursday finally reauthorized the Violence Against Women
Act, including new provisions that will extend the law’s protections for gay, lesbian, transgender and Native American victims
of domestic violence. It’s about time.
There is no rational explanation for why lawmakers took so
long to reauthorize this legislation, which was first enacted in
1994 and had been renewed twice with broad bipartisan support. Admittedly, the revised law covers a broader group of
victims. That was apparently too much for some Republicans
in the House, who sought to substitute a weaker bill for the one
passed by the Senate, arguing that the new protections either
went too far or were prone to fraud.
What the newly reauthorized legislation will actually do is
provide help to all victims of domestic violence, regardless
of their sexual orientation, immigration status or where the
assault took place. It will, for example, expand the authority
of tribal courts over non-Native American men who commit
assault or rape on reservations. That’s important because

Native American women are 2 times more likely to be raped
than those in the general population, yet if they are assaulted
on Indian land by a non-Native American, their only recourse
is to plead their case to overworked federal prosecutors, who
often allow such allegations to fall through the cracks.
The expanded act will provide protections to same-sex couples. It will preserve the protection given to undocumented
women, by allowing them to apply for a special permit, known
as a U visa, which provides temporary legal status to victims
who help police investigate crimes. And it will toughen penalties for sex trafficking.
Whether House Speaker John A. Boehner, R-Ohio, was persuaded to relent and bring the bill to the floor as part of a
political strategy to improve the GOP’s tarnished image with
women voters, or because he actually came to believe that
the good in the bill outweighed the bad, isn’t important. In
the end, what matters is that the House, for at least a moment, overcame its partisan dysfunction. And that victims
of domestic violence and abuse will once again be protected
by the law.

Religion and
crime in America
By ROSS WHITFORD

COLUMNIST
We look to the book of
Ephesians for guidance in
our actions. Chapter 5 talks
about a person’s duty to
moderation, to knowing how
far you can and should go and
how you should, from time to
time, praise the Lord and his
work. Ephesians also gives us
a directive for a higher course
of action towards each other,
to submit ourselves to one
another. One sentence and
all war, crime and injustice
amongst Christians should
not exist. So many people
sleep better at nights because
they tell themselves that they
are good Christians, but they
ignore the directions of the
Book that instill us to make
our world a better place for
ourselves and our children.
How can people claim to be
citizens of a Christian nation
when the Book can so easily
be ignored? We have a duty to
each other, to do what we can
when others are in need. Let
me put it another way. If your
neighbor’s house is on fire,
you do not haggle over the
price of your hose; you turn
the water on and help him
out. Crime should be thrown
out the window by all who
hold the words of the Bible
as sacred truths. So just what
are we doing?
“So ought men to love their
wives as their own bodies,”
says Ephesians 5:28, and so

rape and sexual assault go
out the window, prohibited
to all Christians. So why are
people still raped? One in
four women will experience
domestic violence in their
lifetimes. One in four. One
in six women will have been
raped or will have almost
been raped in their lifetime. In
a country where, on average,
75 percent of the population
identify themselves as Christians, how can one out of
every six women have a personal experience with a crime
so disgusting and barbaric,
that it should have ended
with the caveman?
This country is the hope
and the light of the world
and we, as a nation and as a
civilization, have to be better
than this. How can we allow
ourselves to be cheapened by
our own senseless actions?
America is a Christian nation,
and yet, it is not, for people
who claim to be one thing and
act as if they are something
else, are people who should
not be trusted, and if you
travel around the world, people do not trust Americans.
We need to make ourselves
trustworthy again, because it
is not other people’s shame
that should trouble us, it is
the shame that we should feel
in ourselves for our actions,
and yet, so many of us do not.
Ross Whitford can be
contacted at whitford@
marshall.edu.
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MCT CAMPUS

Letter to the editor
I appreciate the time and effort that Alex
Jones recently took with his letter to the
editor where he puts forth his reasoning for
not allowing concealed carry on campus.
However, he leaves certain elements out of
the equation and his “facts” are somewhat
off the mark. Also, some of his statements
betray his lack of knowledge on the subject
matter, especially near the end of his letter.
No, Mr. Jones, there is not “a constitutional amendment that gives every
American the right to bear arms”. The second amendment was put in place to codify
our inherent or natural right to keep and
bear arms, and to declare that the government could not infringe on that right
which preexisted the Constitution. All
ten amendments in the Bill of Rights were
declarations of restriction as to what the
government could not do. The government, and the Constitution for that matter,
does not give the people anything. We the
people wrote the Constitution, and we give
power to the government--not the other
way around.
In one instance, he calls the right to keep
and bear arms an “antiquated” privilege
that offers us no protection but does us
substantial harm. Yet in the next sentence,
he says the second amendment should still
remain, but should be severely restricted. I
don’t know if he’s confused or if he thinks
allowing it to remain, though severely
restricted, spotlights his thoughtful consideration. I’m sorry, but it doesn’t. It’s not a
privilege. It’s a right, and it’s still a right
to this day that’s enumerated alongside his
right to freedom of speech, which I would
wager he wouldn’t call “an antiquated
privilege”.

Also, he neglected to consider the large
population of students that commute. A
lot of students are either coming from or
going to work to attend school on campus, or simply attending to other business
around the community. But, because we
are unable to carry concealed on campus,
that precludes us from having our firearms
with us throughout the rest of the day. So,
the question isn’t merely the probability of
shootings on campus. It also involves the
daily risk everyone takes during their normal activities at home, work, or at play. I’m
sure most are aware of the recent rash of
violent crimes around Huntington, so it’s
hard to act like the concealed carry issue
at Marshall is one that exists in a vacuum
without regard to our freedom to protect
ourselves away from the school as well.
His second argument where he discussed
the probability of an increase in violent altercations is patently false. It was in the
1980’s that the concealed carry movement
started with the state of Florida, and that
was the same argument used by those on
the left to try and prevent concealed carry
legislation from passing. I know this because I am 43 years old, and I was around
when it all started to be debated. There
were predictions of road rage shootings
and shopping malls turning into the O.K.
Corral. It just didn’t happen--at least not
by legal concealed carry permit holders.
Over the past thirty years, every state that
has enacted concealed carry legislation
has actually seen a reduction in the violent
crime rates. Additionally, on average, less
than one percent of concealed carry holders have had their permits revoked, and in
most of those instances, the revocation was
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for something unrelated to violent crimes-primarily DUI’s.
Finally, his last argument concerned the
confusion that might ensue if there were
a dozen concealed carry holders trying to
fend off an active shooter in the midst of
students, campus police, and emergency
personnel. According to GAO (Government
Accountability Office) Report 12-717, as of
July, 2012, West Virginia had 92,000 active
carry permit holders. That’s out of a population of approximately 1.8 million people
in the state. That’s almost exactly 5% of the
population. So, if you were in a classroom
of 30 students, you might logically expect
there to be 1-2 legal carry permit holders at
first blush. However, most students are not
21 years old or older, which is required to
get a carry permit in West Virginia. So, the
number would be dramatically less than
even the normally low percentage across
the state. If anything, there would be a
large number of rooms or buildings that
would have no one carrying concealed during school hours.
If an active shooter engages a room or
hallway full of students, sure, there might
be some confusion and adrenalin going,
but, we know one thing for sure. If the
shooter is allowed to go about unmolested,
people are definitely going to be hurt and
possibly killed. In a typical classroom
loaded with desks and students, there’s
little room to move and usually just one
door. Bowing down in a corner isn’t going
to save you. There aren’t police officers
posted at each door, so unless you or the
person next to you has a way to fight back,
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New clues link sleep and health
By ERYN BROWN

LOS ANGELES TIMES
Doctors know that being
chronically sleep-deprived can be
hazardous to your health. Nightshift workers, college crammers
and all the rest of us who get less
than our fair share of zzz's are
more likely to be obese and to
suffer cardiovascular woes than
people who get a consistent,
healthful eight hours.
Now scientists have some
new clues about how lack of
sleep translates into disease.
After subjecting 26 volunteers to seven nights of
insufficient shut-eye followed
by a marathon all-nighter, researchers detected changes
in the way hundreds of genes
were expressed in their bodies.
Some genes, including damage-inducing ones involved in
stress reactions, were amplified. Others, including many
that nurture and renew cells
and tissues, were turned down.
"It's possible to see how that
contributes to poor health,"
said Colin Smith, a genomics
researcher at the University of
Surrey in England and one of
the senior authors of a report
detailing the findings this week
in the journal Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences.
Scientists have long puzzled
over the purpose of sleep. For

Baseball

years they focused on how it
influenced the brain, said DerkJan Dijk, a sleep and circadian
rhythm researcher at the same
institution and the study's
other senior author.
But epidemiologists noticed that people who work
early in the morning or late at
night — or who lack sleep in
general — have higher rates
of diabetes, stroke and high
blood pressure, among other
ailments. And biologists have
discovered that people who
get poor sleep produce more
of the stress hormone cortisol
and the appetite stimulating
hormone ghrelin, among other
biochemical changes.
"It used to be thought that
sleep was by the brain, of the
brain, for the brain," said Dr.
Charles Czeisler, a Harvard
Medical School researcher
who is known for his examinations of how poor sleep affects
people in a variety of everyday
settings. "Now it's recognized
that it plays an important role
in bodily functions."
To learn more about the biological mechanisms at work,
Dijk, Smith and colleagues
asked their study volunteers to
complete two evaluations.
In one test condition, the subjects _ all healthy adults who did
not suffer from sleep disorders

Continued from Page 3
King said he has confidence in the pitching
staff despite the outcome of the weekend.
“I think we are very strong this year,”
King said. “We have some very good starters, and I’m confident any person we

Shutdown

Continued from Page 1
to choose which programs to cut. "It's like
telling someone you can cut off three of
your fingers, but you can have the flexibility to choose which ones you want to cut
off," Sperling said on ABC's "This Week."
Obama phoned several Republicans and
Democrats in Congress on Saturday in hopes
of finding bipartisan support to forestall

Medicare

Continued from Page 2
"Is it going to be difficult? It's the third
rail. Sparks are coming off before you even
touch it," said Rep. Tim Walberg, R-Mich.,
as he showed a photo of his grandchildren
on his smartphone last week. "I want them
to say: Grandpa tried."
Ryan's budget proposal is expected to
lock in $1.2 trillion in sequester-linked
cuts over the next decade, while also reducing growth in costs of Medicare and
Medicaid, which is the health program for
the poor, disabled and seniors in nursing
homes. Other safety net programs, including food stamps and school lunches, also
would be targeted.
Some budget experts, including Republicans like Rep. Mike Simpson of Idaho,
are skeptical that Ryan can produce a

Court

Continued from Page 3
fines for the schools for on-court celebrations in basketball and on-field
celebrations in football. While the ACC has
had eight instances of court-storming this
season, the SEC hasn't had any. The ACC
has had more highly ranked teams than the
SEC, hence more opportunities to storm
the court. But the SEC's policy has also
acted as a deterrent.
The first offense is a $5,000 fine, according to Craig Pinkerton, director of media
relations for the SEC. The second time it
happens, the fine increases to $25,000.
A third offense, in a three-year window, would trigger a $50,000 fine. South
Carolina was fined $5,000 in 2005 and
$25,000 in 2010 after basketball wins over
Kentucky.
'Safety ... a priority'
Each ACC school is responsible for its
own procedures, according to the ACC's
Hicks.
"Safety is always a priority for our conference and member schools," Hicks said in
the statement released by the ACC on Friday. "As per the request of our membership,

— were allowed to stay in bed
for 10 hours on seven consecutive nights. Brain wave scans
showed that they slept for an average of 8.5 hours each night, an
amount considered sufficient.
At the end of each week of
controlled sleep, the researchers
kept subjects awake for 39 to 41
hours, drawing blood every three
hours for a total of 10 samples.
Then they analyzed cells in
the blood, looking at changes in
RNA _ the molecule that carries
out DNA instructions, creating
the proteins that drive processes in the body.
They found that losing sleep
changed rhythmic patterns in the
way genes turn on and off, disrupting the genes' circadian clock.
Also, overall, 711 genes were
expressed differently when
people were sleep-deprived:
444 were turned down, and
267 were amped up.
Further analysis revealed
that genes involved in inflammation, immunity and protein
damage were activated, suggesting that tissue harm was
occurring after sleep deprivation. Many of the suppressed
genes, in contrast, were involved in producing new
proteins, cells and tissues. The
balanced process of tissue renewal seemed to be disrupted
by insufficient sleep.

Dijk and Smith said they
found it striking that the
changes were so readily apparent after just one week.
According to the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, 30 percent of civilian adults
in the U.S. say they get six or fewer
hours of sleep. That suggests that
millions of people might be sustaining damage to their bodies.
In the past, many studies of
the biological consequences
of sleep restriction were conducted in laboratory animals
such as mice, with scientists
examining gene expression
in tissues from the brain or
the liver. For obvious reasons,
that's not feasible with people.
But the ability to use a simple
blood test to "tell what time
of day" it is in a person's body
could help doctors deal with
their sleep-deprived patients,
said Czeisler, who wasn't part
of the British research team.
Today, doctors must rely on a
patient's self-assessment of how
tired he or she feels. But caffeine
"gums up the signal" that tells
the brain when it needs more
sleep, fooling people into thinking that they're getting plenty of
rest, Czeisler said.
"This could be an early-warning system" that could let doctors
know a patient is at risk for ills
related to sleep loss, he said.

decide to pitch out of the bullpen in any
situation will go in there and get the job
done. That’s a great feeling.”
King has been used as a set up man in
games this year, but said he does not worry
about any extra pressure with that position.
“I just go in when my number is called,”
King said. “If it’s the set up role, then it’s the

set up role. I just go in there and do whatever
it takes to give our team the best opportunity to win. I wouldn’t say I have any more
pressure on me than anyone else, I just go
out there and do what I love doing. That’s
playing the game of baseball and pitching.”
Caitie Smith can be contacted at
smith1650@marshall.edu.

some of the cuts, Sperling said. A White
House spokeswoman on Sunday would not
identify whom the president called.
Boehner and McConnell, who met with
Obama at the White House on Friday, said
Republicans would not support new tax increases to offset the spending cuts.
"So far, I haven't heard a single Senate
Republican say they'd be willing to raise a
dime in taxes to turn off the sequester," McConnell said.

Sperling said the White House hoped
Republicans would compromise once the
effect of the spending cuts is felt across the
country.
"You can't cut $42 billon from defense
in seven months and not hurt jobs, veterans ... you're going to hurt a lot of people,"
Sperling said. "Our hope is that as more Republicans start to see this pain in their own
districts, that they will choose bipartisan
compromise over this absolutist position."

balanced budget in 10 years. Others suggest it may be easier now with the tax
hike on wealthy Americans that the White
House won during the recent fiscal cliff
crisis.
If Republicans determine they must step
back from their 2012 campaign promise
not to change Medicare for those over 55,
some lawmakers said they can pivot because a year has lapsed.
"When you sit down and explain the situation, people understand," said Rep. Tom
McClintock, R-Calif.
Before then, however, Congress must
agree to keep the government running
past March 27, when a temporary measure to fund the routine functions of
federal offices expires.
Speaking to reporters, Obama made
clear he would not risk a government
shutdown to refight the budget battle

over the across-the-board sequester cuts
he signed into law Friday.
Republicans appeared similarly disinclined to refight a battle many in the GOP
feel they won, or to risk the political backlash of forcing a government shutdown.
The GOP was badly burned at the ballot box after a budget battle between
President Bill Clinton and a Republican-controlled Congress led to two
government shutdowns in late 1995 and
early 1996. In all, the federal government furloughed non-essential workers
and suspended non-essential services
for 28 days.
"Republicans have found in the past
that shutting down the government is not
a productive exercise," said Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., who suggested Republican
lawmakers considering a shutdown should
review that history.

each host institution is responsible for
event security and the first priority is getting the visiting team and officials off the
court safely."
One option could be for the league to
adopt a uniform policy for an exit strategy
for opposing teams.
N.C. State coach Mark Gottfried, who previously coached at Alabama in the SEC, said
he hopes the ACC doesn't adopt an SECtype policy.
"I just wasn't a fan of it at all," said Gottfried, who was Alabama's coach from 1998
to 2009. "I do think it's the difference between the NBA and college. I think it adds
to the college game, the atmosphere and
being a student. So I'm hopeful our league
never adopts what the SEC did."
UNC's early exit
Williams tried to prevent an ugly scene
after a loss at Florida State last season.
With 14 seconds left in the Tar Heels' 9057 loss at Florida State on Jan. 14, 2012,
Williams led most of his team off the court
and into the locker room.
But the five UNC players who had been
in the game at the time – a group comprised of four walk-ons – remained on the
court and were engulfed in the chaotic

celebration that began when time expired
on one of the most memorable victories in
Florida State history. Williams said later he
thought his entire team had followed him
off the court, and that he didn't intend to
leave anyone behind.
Williams has consistently defended the
spirit of his decision, which he said was meant
to protect his players from any potential incidents involving opposing fans. Williams said
he was fearful of a repeat of a scene that happened after the Tar Heels' 90-80 loss at UNLV
earlier in the 2011-12 season.
UNLV fans swarmed the court after that
game, and the Tar Heels had difficulty getting back to their locker room. One of UNC's
female student managers was pushed to
the ground in the melee, and an irate Williams chastised a police officer in a hallway
after that game.
"Most people criticize me for that, and
I've got no problem," Williams said earlier
this season. "But those blankety-blankblanks that say that I should have known
they were out there, I say yeah, but sometimes you don't. And I thought we were all
leaving the floor. We were getting the dickens out of town and trying to take care of
my team."

page designed and edited by JOHN GIBB | gibb@marshall.edu

MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

Marshall's Andi Williamson (14) pitches to an RMU Colonial batter
during the Marshall Invitational softball tournament at Dot Hicks
Field, Friday, in Huntington.

Letter

Continued from Page 4
you might not ever walk back
out that door again. I’d much
rather have someone next to
me with a legally concealed
carry weapon rather than
have to count on my good
looks to get me through the
situation.
For the past few months,
the liberal politicians and
the media pundits have been
ranting shrilly about the number of rounds that a shooter
can get off in just a couple of
minutes. So, think about that
for a bit. If someone steps
into your classroom with evil
in their hearts, how many
rounds do you think they can
get off in the 3-5 minutes it
takes for the campus cops to
arrive? What’s your answer
to the problem now?
If there was any basis of
proof for any of Mr. Jones’
claims, I could possibly appreciate his viewpoint, But, there
is none. All of his assertions
are simply regurgitation of the
talking points bandied around
on the television or radio, and
have no basis in fact. All of the
statistical evidence gathered
the last 30 years completely
refutes all of this specious
nonsense. Also, the insights
he shared serve only to illustrate the poor understanding
the general public has with

regard to the quality and nature of our rights, and how
our constitutional framework
actually works. Our rights are
naturally inherent to our existence. They are not “given” to
us by anyone.
As well-intentioned as he
might be, Mr. Jones’ approach
would do nothing more than
have us hand our rights over
to the government, abdicating
our own personal responsibility to provide for our own
protection. Even though the
odds are extremely low, some
people still get hit by lightning, attacked by sharks, and
a few even win the lottery.
Life is precarious, and there
are approximately 40 million
minutes in the average human life. It only takes one of
those minutes for a violent
encounter to occur, and it will
probably take at least a few
more minutes, if not longer,
for help to arrive. The question we have to ask ourselves
is how are we going to protect ourselves until that help
comes?
Though he might want to
trust his fate to chance or bad
aim on the violent offender’s
part, I’d rather have a way to
fight back--both at school and
out in the rest of the world
when I leave campus.
Garrett Lucas
Huntington, WV
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10. Dark Skies
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THE PRINCESS BRIDE

BRIDE WARS
By KAYLIN SEARLES

THE PARTHENON
Brides hit the mall Sunday for the Huntington Mall’s annual Spring Bridal Fair.
The fair kicked off at 11 a.m. with geared up brides ready
to start planning the perfect wedding.
“JabberWockey” did not waste any time reeling in the
brides with their wedding tunes. Performing in Center
Court, mall goers and brides got to preview the band’s set
list.
Grooms-to-be got a chance to join in the festivities in the
first round of “Bride Wars” as their knowledge of their fiancés was tested in the “Almost Newlywed Game.” Some
of the questions included “who’s better with the money?”
and “when is your mother-in-law’s birthday?” Prizes were
given to the top three couples.
Three eager brides tore their way through a three-tiered
wedding cake, compliments of Paula Vega cakes. Frosting,
cake and a flower topper went flying as the victor found her
prize — a heart shaped diamond and ruby necklace that
was hidden within the cake.

Vendors were set up throughout the mall, helping plan
the perfect wedding.
Caitlin Sharp, Marshall University graduate student, said
she is getting married to her fiancé Christian Casey Wittaker, who is a Marshall senior, Sept. 20, 2014.
Sharp said she enjoyed checking out all the vendors and
getting new ideas for her vintage-fall themed wedding.
“It really has been helpful, especially with the invitations,”
Sharp said. “I’ve always been curious on how the invitations
are going to go for me and to make sure I find the perfect
one that’s going to suit me and my groom and our vintage
fall wedding theme.”
Sharp got help from her maid-of-honor Jessica Shortridge, who is also a graduate student.
Shortridge and Sharp have been friends since Shortridge
was named Sharp’s “Big Sister” in Alpha Chi Omega.
“I like the fact that I’ll get to be there for her — be her
right hand man,” Shortridge said. “The Bridal Fair is definitely giving her different things to think about and things
she might be interested in.”
Models from Lara’s and Don’s Formal Store took the

stage in the fashion show at 1 p.m. where brides got to see
the newest spring styles.
Featured on the stage were dresses from David Tutera,
star of the popular T.V. show “My Fair Wedding.”
Emaleigh Stevens, junior, has been modeling with Lara’s
bridal show since she was in high school.
Stevens said she loves the fashion and family feeling she
gets when she models.
“The dresses are amazing and I don’t know when I would
ever have the chance to wear so many beautiful dresses,”
Stevens said. “We have like a whole little Lara’s family. I like
getting to catch up and model with them.”
Katie Ward, graduate student, has worked and modeled
for Lara’s for four years.
Ward has worked the Bridal Fair before and enjoys meeting all the blushing brides.
“It’s pretty fun getting to talk to the brides here and seeing them again in the store, you make a special connection
with them.”
Kaylin Searles can be contacted at searles1@marshall.edu.
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Models walk down the runway at
the annual Spring Bridal Fair at the
Huntington Mall, Sunday.
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